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RAAM Solo Male
Third for Marko Baloh
Slovenian rider Marko Baloh reached Annapolis at Saturday lunchtime to take third place. His average speed of 12.71mph meant that he was the third rider to dip under the ten-hour barrier. The ultra-cycling star enjoyed a very consistent race, starting fast and moving into third on the opening day. He only relinquished that position to Gerhard Gulewicz in the closing miles.

Gottwald is Rookie of the Year and best American
Next to finish was Christopher Gottwald. He timed his final charge to perfection. After a fast start, the Colavita road pro dropped his speed, falling to sixteenth. However, he was just riding consistently, saving his energy for a last-500-mile blitz. His time of ten days, twelve hours and forty-six minutes secures him the Rookie of the Year title.

While fellow RAAM virgins Christoph Strasser and Ben Popp were both higher-profile in the opening week, Gottwald can celebrate, as the man taking away the title after showing his superior staying power. Moreover, he is the quickest American this year. What a ride by Gottwald, who has done the 3,021-race supporting Miles for Mentoring.

Kaiser in fifth
Kevin Kaiser crossed the line just over four hours later for a deserved fifth. He took a similar tactic to Gottwald, sitting near the bottom of the classification and riding a steady-paced race. Though he dropped to fifth late on, mild-mannered pharmacist Kaiser can be immensely-proud of his achievements this year. Hopefully, he’ll be back for another pop in 2010.

Rees and Clarindo duel for sixth
Back to the race. With 70 miles to go, Brit Jim Rees and Brazilian Claudio Clarindo are locked in a close scrap for sixth place. At Mt Airy, the two were only fifty-nine minutes apart. It may be too late for the South American to rally, but he will be squeezing every last bit of energy out of his fatigued body in an attempt to make up the difference.

Another tight battle down the road
Just forty miles back down the Maryland road, Richard Newey and Ben Popp are fighting it out for eighth. The Briton led his rival by just twenty-four minutes at TS #50. It will be very close in Annapolis, rest assured.

Rudge and Cook close on the finish
Daniel Rudge lies tenth, 250 miles from the finish, with Michael Cook a few hours down. The last two male soloists, both have ridden superbly and should reach the finish in Annapolis inside the time limit.

1st Dani Wyss (Swi) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 8d 05h 45m (15.28mph)
2nd Gerhard Gulewicz (Aut) 3021.10 miles – 8d 22h 54m (14.06mph)
3rd Marko Baloh (Slo) 3021.10 miles – 9d 21h 44m (12.71mph)
4th Christopher Gottwald (Usa) 3021.10 miles – 10h 12h 46m (11.95mph)
5th Kevin Kaiser (Usa) 3021.10 miles – 10d 17h 03m (11.75mph)

6. Jure Robic (Slo) 2966.70 miles – TS #51 – 8d 02h 40m (15.24mph)
7. Jim Rees / Team Inspiration (Gbr) 2966.70 miles – 10d 16h 33m (11.56mph)
8. Claudio Clarindo (Bra) 2966.70 miles – 10d 17h 32m (11.52mph)
9. Richard Newey (Gbr) 2928.30 miles – TS #50 – 10d 16h 31m (11.42mph)
10. Ben Popp (Usa) 2928.30 miles – 10d 16h 55m (11.40mph)
11. Daniel Rudge (Usa) 2841.00 miles – TS #48 – 10d 16h 20m (11.08mph)
12. Michael Cook (Usa) 2797.30 miles – TS #47 – 10d 17h 16m (10.87mph)

DNFPeter Oyler (Can) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 4d 22h 51m (13.58mph)
DNFTony O’Keeffe (Can) 1576.30 miles – TS #26 – 5d 3h 01m (12.81mph)
DNFChristoph Strasser (Aut) 1471.50 miles – TS #21 – 4d 6h 43m (14.33mph)
DNFFranz Preihs (Aut) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 3d 11h 08m (12.56mph)
DNFJulian Sanz Garcia (Spa) 934.20 miles – TS #16 – 3d 01h 02m (12.79mph)
DNFJean Marc Velez (Fra) 934.20 miles - TS #16 - 3d 5h 42m (12.02mph)
DNFBill Bradley (Usa) 884.10 miles – TS #15 – 3d 22h 42m (9.34mph)
DNF Patrick Autissier (Fra) 563.00 miles - TS #9 - 2d 01h 59m (11.26mph)
DNF Scott Luikart (Usa) 396.70 miles – TS #6 – 1d 04h 39m (13.85mph)

RAAM Solo Female
Daniela Genovesi is the RAAM solo female champion. The Brazilian crossed the finish line after eleven days, seventeen hours and eight minutes, conquering this epic race in her very first attempt. She took the lead after nine days of riding, and kept her speed much better than former frontrunner Janet Christiansen over the tiring closing quarter. This is a huge accomplishment by the South American, who has also won fans for her cheery approach to racing.

In the coming day, Christiansen will cross the line for second. Although perhaps disappointed by losing the lead after coming so close, she will be pleased to reach the finish after DNF’ing in the final 300 miles last year. Overall, she has ridden with great pluck and skill this year.

Ann Wooldridge is still on the brink of the time limit, averaging 9.69mph. Her finish would be particularly heroic, after crashing into a drainage ditch and sustaining several injuries a few days ago.

1st Daniela Genovesi (Bra) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 11d 17h 08m (10.75mph)
2. Janet Christiansen (Usa) 2889.90 miles – TS #49 – 11d 16h 33m (10.30mph)

RAAM Solo Female 50-59
1. Ann Wooldridge (Gbr) 2706.80 miles – TS #45 – 11d 15h 24m (9.69mph)

RAAM Solo Male 50-59
Just one more day to go for the sole male 50-59 competitor Dominique Briand. His speed has been dampened little by the growing fatigue, as he homes in on Annapolis and a well-deserved rest.

1. Dominique Briand (Fra) 2797.30 miles – TS #47 – 10d 15h 32m (10.95mph)
DNF Hermann Bachmann (Swi) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 7d 03h 35m (9.41mph)

RAAM Solo Male 60-69
What a ride by Paul Danhaus! The 60 year-old vet, nicknamed “the Doc” by the media crew, crossed the finish line early yesterday morning to complete an awe-inspiring ride, as the oldest solo finisher. What is more, he even upped his average in the closing two hundred miles.

1st Paul Danhaus (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 11d 10h 48m (10.99mph)

RAAM Teams
RAAM 8-Person
British squad Bike M.A.D. were fifth to cross the line, dipping under the seven-day mark. Behind them came Team Vera Bradley – rolling over on seven days and one hour exactly - and Team Type 2, riding their first RAAM. All the teams have ridden strongly and cohesively over the last week.

Tomorrow, the last eight-person team to finish will be the Caledonian Chain Gang, who are just seventy miles from Annapolis. They should dip under the eight-day mark.

1st Team Type 1 (Usa) 3021.30 miles - FINISH – 5d 9h 5m (23.41mph)
2nd Team ViaSat (Usa) 3021.30 mles – 5d 15h 53m (22.23mph)
3rd Team Donate Life – Give Hope (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 6d 04h 48m (20.30mph)
4th Team Donate Life – Liverators (Usa) 3021.30 miles - 6d 17h 56m (18.66mph)
5th Bike M.A.D (Gbr) 3021.30 miles – 6d 21h 19m (18.28mph)
6th Team Vera Bradley (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 7d 1h 0m (17.88mph)
7th Team Type 2 (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 7d 7h 24m (17.23mph)
8. The Caledonian Chain Gang (Gbr) 2966.70 miles – TS #51 – 7d 16h 19m (16.10mph)

RAAM Open Open
1. Team JDRF (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 6d 10h 04m (19.61mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 50-59
The Georgia Chain Gang have finished! The sole 50-59 four-person male participants had a fine ride, clocking seven days, eight hours and six minutes. The highly-impressive time would have placed them fifth in the under-50 competition.

1. Georgia Chain Gang (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 7d 8h 06m (17.16mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 75+
1. Great Grand PAC Masters (Usa) 3021.30 miles- FINISH – 8d 14h 49m (14.61mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male
Vencendo Desafios Team Brazil rode across the line in the middle of the night to take fifth. With solo women’s victory for Daniela Genovesi and a strong ride by Claudio Clarindo in the men’s competition, it has been a bumper year for Brazil in the RAAM.

Behind, Team SaveBuzzardsBay.org held off the challenge of Berliner to maintain sixth come Annapolis; they rode so well in the last 24 hours that they only finished thirty-five minutes behind Team Brazil.

Berliner and Ari’s Angels finished to take seventh and eighth after excellent rides. This leaves Equipe Schwarz, Drew’s Crew and Team Can Be Venture still riding in the East. They will all reach the finish tomorrow.

1st Team RANS (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 6d 03h 40m (20.46mph)
2nd Team Strong Heart (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 6d 10h 30m (19.56mph)
3rd Austria Triathlon Team (Aut) 3021.30 miles – 6d 15h 07m (18.99mph)
4th OC Quattro (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 6d 16h 25m (18.83mph)
5th Vencendo Desafios Team Brazil (Bra) 3021.30 miles – 7d 8h 07m (17.16mph)
6th Team SaveBuzzardsBay.org (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 7d 8h 42m (17.10mph)
7th Berliner (Ger) 3021.30 miles – 7d 10h 23m (16.94mph)
8th Ari’s Angels (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 7d 14h 35m (16.55mph)
9. Equipe Schwarz (Ger) 2966.70 miles – TS #51 – 7d 17h 27m (16.00mph)
10. Drew’s Crew (Usa) 2889.90 miles – TS #49 – 7d 15h 26m (15.75mph)
11. Team Can Be Venture (Usa) 2797.30 miles – TS #47 – 7d 17h 36m (15.07mph)
DNF Team Surfing USA (Usa) 1911.70 miles – TS #32 – 3d 21h 51m (20.37mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed 50-59
German foursome Buchholz goes America have finished their RAAM, scoring a highly impressive average of 18.12mph for the record. They blitzed the closing fifteen miles between the penultimate time station and Annapolis, averaging 24.16mph! They have ridden superbly this last week, belying both age and gender in obtaining a time that would be very competitive in the male four-up under-50 competition.

1. Buchholz goes America (Ger) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 6d 22h 46m (18.12mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed Under 50
British Team Human Science took second in the category, upping their pace late on to ensure that they dipped under the seven-day barrier. Sami’s Team, who rode impressively on a conservative strategy, took third ten hours later.

1st All Wheels 4 Fibromyalgia (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 6d 11h 16m (19.46mph)
2nd Team Human Science (Gbr) 3021.30 miles – 6d 23h 10m (18.07mph)
3rd Sami’s Team (Usa) 3021.30 miles – 7d 8h 41m (17.10mph)

RAAM 2-Person
As expected, Patrick Driscoll and Adam Blair – who make up Adventures for the Cure – have won the RAAM 2-Person competition. Despite slowing in the closing 750 miles, they still hit the race finish eight hours in front of rivals E-HUB TEAM.

However, the runners-up can be content that they fended off a last-day challenge from male 50-59 winners Team Reaching Heights.

Meanwhile, SpinVox Adventurers are the last pair still on the course. The British duo are just 120 miles away from their triumph, still keeping a steady pace.

Male Under 50
1st Adventures for the Cure (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 7d 01h 33m (17.82mph)
2nd E-HUB TEAM (Slo) 3021.30 miles – 7d 9h 12m (17.05mph)

Male 50-59
1st Team Reaching Heights (Usa) 3021.30 miles – FINISH – 7d 10h 36m (16.92mph)

Mixed Under 50
1. SpinVox Adventurers (Gbr) 2889.80 miles – TS #49 – 7d 16h 47m (15.64mph)
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