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2,400 miles across America, and just seven minutes separate the two frontrunners in this enthralling RAAM.
RAAM – Solo Male
How on earth is this race so close? After almost seven days and 2,450 miles across America, Jure Robic and Dani Wyss are separated by just seven minutes; the deficit has tumbled from two hours. Over the last three days, Wyss has doggedly trailed Robic, finally closing things down to this single-figure sum. There were reports that the Swiss rider had Robic actually in sight at some points.

Robic pays the penalty
Moreover, at Time Station #51, when time penalties come into play, Wyss could well go into the lead. He has no time penalties, in contrast to the three Robic has collected, amassing an hour. In previous years, this wouldn’t matter much; in the enthralling 2009 race, it could be the difference between victory and defeat. So, while Robic technically leads the race as it goes through Ohio, he actually needs to put another hour into Wyss at least.

Under great strain, both men have dropped to average speeds of 15.3mph, a touch below Pete Penseyres’s speed record. Every mile and every decision matters even more now. Robic and Wyss will be turning themselves inside out for the goal they want so badly; the world’s toughest and most painful bicycle race is going to get even harder for them, as it is now virtually a 500-mile pursuit race.

Gulewicz riding strongly
Gerhard Gulewicz has actually been riding very well in the last two days, continuing his fine resurgence. Although he may be too far behind to challenge Robic and Wyss, he is certainly showing himself as a force to be reckoned with. His pacing appears spot-on, as he opens up some leeway on Marko Baloh. These four are well ahead – about 300 miles - of an eight-strong pack battling behind.

Kaiser on the up
Kevin Kaiser is a big mover in the bunch fighting for fifth. As others’ average speeds and concentration drop slightly into the sixth day’s racing, his speed has actually increased. As a result, the man who sat briefly as last-placed rider now lies FIFTH. This race is a marathon, not a sprint, and evidently Kaiser was just biding his time before making his move.

However, Jim Rees, Brasillian Claudio Clarindo, Daniel Rudge (another man who has ridden a finely-paced RAAM) and Ben Popp are all within five hours. Just under 1,000 miles from the finish, there are still a lot more shots to be fired in this battle.

Tomorrow…
Jure Robic may well try to make a move and increase his lead on Daniel Wyss, and then hold onto it through into the final day’s racing. He certainly has to try something in their neck-and-neck duel. Their battleground tomorrow will be the gentle rollers of Ohio before the last serious climb in the race to Time Station #46 at Gormonia, WV. It could make the difference.

For the rest of the pack, it’s over the Mississippi and the 2,000 mile mark and into Indiana and Illinois. Now more than ever, it’s a case of staying focused and as comfortable as possible. By the end of tomorrow, the race will be two-thirds completed for all the riders.

1. Jure Robic (Slo) 2458.20 miles – TS #41 – 6d 16h 27m (15.32mph)
2. Dani Wyss (Swi) 2458.20 miles – 6d 16h 34m (15.31mph)
3. Gerhard Gulewicz (Aut) 2295.30 miles – TS #38 - 6d 16h 37m (14.29mph)
4. Marko Baloh (Slo) 2230.20 miles – TS #37 - 6d 15h 45m (13.96mph)
5. Kevin Kaiser (Usa) 1987.30 miles – TS #33 - 6d 19h 04m (12.19mph)
6. Jim Rees / Team Inspiration (Gbr) 1911.70 miles – TS #32 – 6d 11h 14m (12.32mph)
7. Claudio Clarindo (Bra) 1911.70 miles - 6d 15h 35m (11.98mph)
8. Daniel Rudge (Usa) 1911.70 miles – 6d 16h 36m (11.90mph)
9. Ben Popp (Usa) 1911.70 miles – 6d 16h 55m (11.88mph)
10. Christopher Gottwald / Miles for Mentoring (Usa) 1911.70 miles – 6d 18h 59m (11.73mph)
11. Richard Newey (Gbr) 1853.30 miles – TS #31 - 6d 13h 20m (11.78mph)
12. Michael Cook (Usa) 1853.30 miles – 6d 17h 29m (11.48mph)

DNFPeter Oyler (Can) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 4d 22h 51m (13.58mph)
DNFTony O’Keeffe (Can) 1576.30 miles – TS #26 – 5d 3h 01m (12.81mph)
DNFChristoph Strasser (Aut) 1471.50 miles – TS #21 – 4d 6h 43m (14.33mph)
DNFFranz Preihs (Aut) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 3d 11h 08m (12.56mph)
DNFJulian Sanz Garcia (Spa) 934.20 miles – TS #16 – 3d 01h 02m (12.79mph)
DNFJean Marc Velez (Fra) 934.20 miles - TS #16 - 3d 5h 42m (12.02mph)
DNFBill Bradley (Usa) 884.10 miles – TS #15 – 3d 22h 42m (9.34mph)
DNF Patrick Autissier (Fra) 563.00 miles - TS #9 - 2d 01h 59m (11.26mph)
DNF Scott Luikart (Usa) 396.70 miles – TS #6 – 1d 04h 39m (13.85mph)

RAAM – Solo Female
Daniela Genovesi surprised with a good pace today, closing to within 2.11 of Janet Christiansen. Just over 1,000 miles from the finish in Annapolis, the three women are still riding with great heart. As they dip below 11mph average, it will be a challenge to avoid the cruel time cut.

Ann Wooldridge had a great drama on the road to Weaubleau, MO; she crashed into a drainage ditch, sustaining contusions, a black eye and a swollen eyeball. These RAAM riders are made of stern stuff though; after a trip to the hospital, the hard-as-nails Briton was back on the road. 1800 miles down, she is dead-set on reaching Annapolis. However, she is fighting a ticking clock, as her average speed of 9.81mph has fallen below the limit. It’s testament to both Wooldridge’s character and the underpinning ideals of RAAM that she has carried on riding. If she makes it to the finish, it would be an incredible ride comparable to Franz Preih’s fourth place in 2008. The Austrian rode over 1,500 miles with a broken collarbone.

1. Janet Christiansen (Usa) 2059.80 miles – TS #34 – 7d 18h 42m (11.03mph)
2. Daniela Genovesi (Bra) 1987.30 miles – TS #33 – 7d 10h 56m (11.11mph)
DNFMichele Santilhano (Rsa) 884.10 miles – TS #15 – 3d 14h 01m (10.28mph)

RAAM – Solo Female 50-59

1. Ann Wooldridge (Gbr) 1804.30 miles – TS #30 – 7d 15h 59m (9.81mph)

RAAM Solo Male 50-59
As Dominique Briand continues to ride with great pluck in the lead of this competition, his only rival Hermann Bachmann epitomises the RAAM spirit. Though just halfway, now below the 10mph time limit, racked with pain and barely able to lift his head because of Schermer’s Neck, the friendly Swiss refuses to give up. He now has to ride his heart out to avoid the cut-off.

1. Dominique Briand (Fra) 1853.30 miles – TS #31 – 6d 16h 02m (11.58mph)
2. Hermann Bachmann (Swi) 1503.40 miles – TS #25 – 6d 15h 50m (9.41mph)

RAAM Solo Male 60+
Paul “the Doc” Danhaus is still going strong on his seventh day of racing. Going faster than the younger Briand, the trained vet is now 900 miles from the finish.

1. Paul Danhaus (Usa) 2156.10 miles – TS #36 – 7d 17h 44m (11.61mph)

RAAM Teams
RAAM 8-Person Open
Team Type 1 are hammering all the way to Annapolis. Their average speed barely dropped today, as they continue to increase their lead over rivals, much helped by a huge support network. Team ViaSat are no slouches with their 22.75mph average, but it appears there’s little they can do to pull back time on TT1 in the race’s final third.

The whole field is spaced out, with no team within three hours of another.

1. Team Type 1 (Usa) 2105.80 miles – TS #35 – 3d 16h 15m (23.86mph)
2. Team ViaSat (Usa) 1987.30 miles – TS #33 – 3d 15h 22m (22.75mph)
3. Team Donate Life – Give Hope (Usa) 1853.30 miles – TS #31 – 3d 17h 15m (20.77mph)
4. Team Donate Life – Liverators (Usa) 1738.00 miles – TS #29 – 3d 16h 34m (19.62mph)
5. Bike M.A.D (Gbr) 1679.00 miles – TS #28 – 3d 16h 37m (18.95mph)
6. Team Vera Bradley (Usa) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 3d 16h 20m (18.28mph)
7. Team Type 2 (Usa) 1503.40 miles – TS #25 – 3d 15h 08m (17.25mph)
8. The Caledonian Chain Gang (Gbr) 1393.80 miles – TS #23 – 3d 14h 41m (16.08mph)

RAAM Open Open
1. Team JDRF (Usa) 1738.00 miles – TS #29 - 3d 13h 41m (20.28mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male Under 50
Team RANS have been riding with great steadiness to open up a two-and-a-half-hour lead on TEAM SURFING USA. Their rivals now find themselves under threat from Team Strong Heart, who they lead by just four minutes. Indeed, if they can continue this pace, Strong Heart could challenge for the victory. 1,800 miles into the race, it’s still too close to call.

OC Quattro and Austria Triathlon Team are also very closely-matched in their individual scrap for fourth place. The teams from eighth to eleventh are also within five hours of one another.

1. Team RANS (Usa) 1853.30 miles – TS #31 – 3d 17h 07m (20.80mph)
2. Team Surfing U.S.A. (Usa) 1804.30 miles – TS #30 – 3d 16h 39m (20.35mph)
3. Team Strong Heart (Usa) 1804.30 miles – 3d 16h 43m (20.34mph)
4. OC Quattro (Usa) 1738.00 miles – TS #29 – 3d 16h 03m (19.74mph)
5. Austria Triathlon Team (Aut) 1738.00 miles – 3d 17h 19m (19.46mph)
6. Vencendo Desafios Team Brazil (Bra) 1503.40 miles – TS #25 – 3d 14h 45m (17.33mph)
7. Berliner (Ger) 1503.40 miles – 3d 15h 28m (17.19mph)
8. Team SaveBuzzardsBay.org (Usa) 1503.40 miles – 3d 17h 48m (16.74mph)
9. Ari’s Angels (Usa) 1471.50 miles – TS #24 – 3d 16h 51m (16.56mph)
10. Drew’s Crew (Usa) 1471.50 miles – 3d 17h 39m (16.41mph)
11. Equipe Schwarz (Ger) 1393.80 miles – TS #23 - 3d 13h 55m (16.22mph)
12. Team Can Be Venture (Usa) 1311.50 miles – TS #22 – 3d 17h 43m (14.62mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 50-59
The Georgia Chain Gang have just under 1,400 miles to go; they will be eager to pick up the pace and try to hold an 18mph average all the way to the East Coast.

1. Georgia Chain Gang (Usa) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 3d 17h 46m (17.99mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed 50-59
German 50-59 foursome Buchholz goes America have just passed the halfway point. They went through Yates Center, KS with an average of 18.58mph.

1. Buchholz goes America (Ger) 1679.00 miles – TS #28 – 3d 18h 22m (18.58mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 75+
Aside from Robic and Wyss, the Great Grand PAC Masters are the RAAM competitors closest to the finish. They are now just 550 miles from Annapolis, with an average speed that has been super-consistent over the last week. Again, it bears noting that this is truly an awe-inspiring effort from this foursome.

1. Great Grand PAC Masters (Usa) 2458.20 miles – TS #41 – 6d 20h 01m (14.99mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed

There doesn’t appear to be any stopping All Wheels 4 Fibromyalgia. The mixed foursome gave themselves more of a time cushion over rivals Team Human Science through the vast flats of Kansas.

1. All Wheels 4 Fibromyalgia (Usa) 1738.00 miles – TS #29 – 3d 15h 41m (19.82mph)
2. Team Human Science (Gbr) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 3d 15h 18m (18.49mph)
3. Sami’s Team (Usa) 1503.40 miles – TS #25 – 3d 15h 44m (17.14mph)

RAAM 2-Person Male
Patrick Driscoll and Adam Blair are putting in a fine ride in their two-up Race Across America. Almost four days since the start, they are still averaging over 19mph, a speed that would put them in the upper half of the four-up competition! Although the E-HUB TEAM have fought back a little over the last day, they are still 200-odd miles behind.

1. Adventures For the Cure (Usa) 1738.00 miles – TS #29 – 3d 18h 51m (19.13mph)
2. E-HUB TEAM (Slo) 1503.40 miles – TS #25 – 3d 13h 11m (17.65mph)

RAAM 2-Person Male 50-59
Team Reaching Heights are still fighting tooth-and-nail with younger rivals E-HUB TEAM, only minutes behind them.

1. Team Reaching Heights (Usa) 1576.30 miles – TS #26 – 3d 18h 12m (17.48mph)

RAAM 2-Person Mixed
SpinVox Adventurers, comprising of, look to have paced their race soundly. After a slow and tentative start, they are well into their metaphorical stride as they approach halfway.

1. SpinVox Adventurers (Gbr) 1393.80 miles – TS #23 – 3d 18h 39m (15.38mph)


