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RAAM Solo Male
Robic vs. Wyss – it’s anyone’s guess
At the head of the race, the Jure Robic-Daniel Wyss epic battle rumbles on. For a third day, neither the four-time champion or 2006 winner Wyss – the last man to beat Robic here – are giving an inch. The gap between the two is virtually the same as yesterday’s, holding firm around two hours and thirty minutes. They have also dropped below 16mph average, though Robic is still provisionally on course to break the RAAM average speed record. Things are delicately poised for a grandstand finish in Annapolis; it will come down to which man has better powers of recovery, as well as a greater ability to push the pain barrier. Robic has stood firm to every test presented this year, as well as in recent editions of RAAM. Undoubtedly though, this is his biggest test to date.

Gulewicz into third
Early in the morning, Gerhard Gulewicz moved into third. The Austrian has kept things steady throughout the early stages and is now pushing hard at just the right time. Marko Baloh is still riding with a good rhythm, in fourth. Both are well away from the rest of the pack, and need to keep things steady all the way to the finish. 

Strasser, Oyler and O’Keeffe abandon
The big news from the race yesterday was the DNF of formerly fourth-placed Christoph Strasser. Touted as a big favourite for Rookie of the Year after making waves in the European ultra scene, the youngest solo competitor in this year’s race had slowed considerably and abandoned due to medical reasons, just before the halfway mark.

I spoke to Christoph before the race, and he was dead-set on finishing and taking the Rookie prize. He struck me as a very driven and focused young man. So, you can bet that he will be back, older and wiser, in the future. We may have seen the first pedal-strokes of a future RAAM race winner in 2009.

Peter Oyler was also forced to abandon, unable to ride through the agony of “Schermer’s Neck”. The Canadian has been almost a mainstay in sixth position over the last five days, but there was no way he could ride 1,400 more miles in such pain. He can be immensely proud of his effort. The same goes for Tony O’Keeffe – in a double blow for Canada, he too abandoned, having looked so strong only yesterday.

With these abandons from three men in the top eight, only twelve men remain in the race. Now, there is a big race on for fifth place. Ben Popp suddenly finds himself not only in the top five as fastest American but also as the provisional Rookie of the Year. However. Claudio Clarindo, Jim Rees and Daniel Rudge are all gunning for his position. At the same time, the remaining solo men in RAAM need to make sure they don’t burn their precious remaining matches, as they could still be caught out by the 10mph elimination limit.

Tomorrow…
All the riders are over the halfway hump and still heading on predominantly-flat land into the East. Less than 1,000 miles to go for our two stand-out leaders; every hour is now crucial as it becomes practically a 72-hour pursuit match rather than an eight-day epic. Riding the RAAM is as much about survival and position now – be comfortable and try not to aggravate any injuries, while still pushing as hard as possible to maintain position and that important average speed. There could well be more abandons, as riders simply go beyond their limits.

RAAM Solo Standings
1. Jure Robic (Slo)*
2. Daniel Wyss (Swi)
3. Gerhard Gulewicz (Aut)
4. Marko Baloh (Slo)
5. Ben Popp (Usa)
6. Claudio Clarindo (Bra)
7. Jim Rees (Gbr)
8. Daniel Rudge (Usa)
9. Christopher Gottwald (Usa)
10. Kevin Kaiser (Usa)
11. Richard Newey (Gbr)
12. Michael Cook (Usa)

DNFPeter Oyler (Can) 1614.50 miles – TS #27 – 4d 22h 51m (13.58mph)
DNFTony O’Keeffe (Can) 1576.30 miles – TS #26 – 5d 3h 01m (12.81mph)
DNFChristoph Strasser (Aut) 1471.50 miles – TS #21 – 4d 6h 43m (14.33mph)
DNFFranz Preihs (Aut) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 3d 11h 08m (12.56mph)
DNFJulian Sanz Garcia (Spa) 934.20 miles – TS #16 – 3d 01h 02m (12.79mph)
DNFJean Marc Velez (Fra) 934.20 miles - TS #16 - 3d 5h 42m (12.02mph)
DNFBill Bradley (Usa) 884.10 miles – TS #15 – 3d 22h 42m (9.34mph)
DNF Patrick Autissier (Fra) 563.00 miles - TS #9 - 2d 01h 59m (11.26mph)
DNF Scott Luikart (Usa) 396.70 miles – TS #6 – 1d 04h 39m (13.85mph)

RAAM Women
Janet Christiansen still leads Daniela Genovesi and Ann Wooldridge by around seven hours; their early challenges have faded somewhat. The women too have to keep going to avoid the 10mph time cut, but they have so far acquitted themselves superbly.

1. Janet Christiansen (Usa)
2. Daniela Genovesi (Bra)

RAAM Solo Female 50-59
1. Ann Wooldridge (Gbr)

RAAM Solo Male 50-59
Sadly, as he suffers with the RAAM affliction Schermer’s Neck, Hermann Bachmann was unable to keep his average speed over 10mph, meaning he may have to finish the race unofficially. In front is still France’s lone warrior Dominique Briand, plugging away over the Kansas flats.

1. Dominique Briand (Fra)
2. Hermann Bachmann (Swi)

RAAM Solo Male 60+
Paul Danhaus has ridden an amazing RAAM. The oldest male solo competitor’s average of 11.5mph would be perfectly acceptable in competition with men half his age. He is riding with better rhythm and consistency than many other riders on course, judging when to sleep well and putting down good power when it comes to riding. Now with barely 1,000 miles to go, he so deserves to reach Annapolis.

1. Paul Danhaus (Usa) 

Times not available on leaderboard at time of going to press
RAAM Teams
RAAM 8-Person Open
Team Type 1 are continuing to put time into their fellow competitors. They rocked through the Rockies, seemingly oblivious to the long climbs and steep gradients, maintaining an average of over 24mph. They could well beat the record which BMC set in 2008. Team ViaSat have dropped to four hours behind, with Team Donate Life – Give Hope holding on to third. At this rate, nobody is going to beat the impeccably-drilled TT1 in 2009.

Down the order, things are spaced out across several time stations, although Bike M.A.D and Team Donate Life – Liverators are trading blows for fourth place. All these teams are riding like proverbial express trains as they cross the Midwest.

1. Team Type 1 (Usa) 1393.80 miles – TS #23 – 2d 10h 03m (24.01mph average)
2. Team ViaSat (Usa) 1311.50 miles – TS #22 – 2d 09h 37m (22.76mph)
3. Team Donate Life – Give Hope (Usa) 1229.30 miles – TS #21 – 2d 10h 50m (20.89mph)
4. Team Donate Life – Liverators (Usa) 1140.40 miles – TS #20 – 2d 10h 12m (19.59mph)
5. Bike M.A.D (Gbr) 1140.40 miles – 2d 12h 39m (18.80mph)
6. Team Vera Bradley (Usa) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 2d 09h 38m (18.12mph)
7. Team Type 2 (Usa) 983.20 miles – TS #17 - 2d 10h 29m (16.81mph)
8. The Caledonian Chain Gang (Gbr) 934.20 miles – TS #16 – 2d 08h 52m (16.43mph)

RAAM Open Open
1. Team JDRF (Usa) 1140.40 miles – TS #20 – 2d 08h 53m (20.05mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 50-59
Lone 50-59 quartet Georgia Chain Gang are over a third of the way. The mountains of Colorado and New Mexico did little to dent their enthusiasm or average speed.

1, Georgia Chain Gang (Usa) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 2d 10h 59m (17.70mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male 75+
Just over a thousand miles left for one of the big story’s of this year’s race, the 75+ Great Grand PAC Masters. Remarkably, their average speed has been slowly increasing over recent time stations. This ride could well go down in RAAM folklore; they are gaining great plaudits and many fans for this incredible ride.

1. Great Grand PAC Masters 1987.30 miles – TS #33 – 5d 11h 58m (15.06mph)

RAAM 4-Person Male Under 50
As they head onto the open Kansas flats, things couldn’t be much closer in the four-up race. Team RANS lead “celebrity” foursome Surfing USA by just sixty-two minutes. Team Strong Heart are also riding well, a further hour back. OC Quattro and the Austria Triathlon Team are only separated by twenty minutes in a scrap for fourth place.

There are mini battles raging across this leaderboard. Keep an eye on this one; it is still going to be a thriller all the way to the finish in Annapolis. Can Laird Hamilton and company come back to turn the tables on Team RANS?

1. Team RANS (Usa) 1229.30 miles – TS #21 – 2d 11h 24m (20.70mph)
2. Team SURFING USA (Usa) 1229.30 miles – 2d 12h 26m (20.34mph)
3. Team Strong Heart (Usa) 1140.40 miles – TS #20 – 2d 08h 50m (20.07mph)
4. OC Quattro (Usa) 1140.40 miles – 2d 10h 55m (19.36mph)
5. Austria Triathlon Team (Aut) 1140.40 miles – 2d 11h 12m (19.26mph)
6. Vencendo Desafios Team Brazil (Bra) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 - 2d 12h 05m (17.38mph)
7. Berliner (Ger) 1044.10 miles – 2d 12h 46m (17.18mph)
8. Team SaveBuzzardsBay.org (Usa) 983.20 miles – TS #17 – 2d 11h 38m (16.49mph)
9. Ari’s Angels (Usa) 983.20 miles – 2d 12h 22m (16.29mph)
10. Drew’s Crew (Usa) 983.20 miles – 2d 12h 48m (16.17mph)
11. Equipe Schwarz (Ger) 934.20 miles – TS #16 – 2d 09h 35m (16.22mph)
12. Team Can Be Venture (Usa) 814.00 miles – TS #14 – 2d 10h 26m (13.93mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed
Lone mixed squad Buchholz goes America are really doing themselves proud. With an average of 18.23mph as they go through Durango and on to New Mexico, they would be comfortably placed in sixth in the all-men 4-up competition.

1. Buchholz goes America (Ger) 1097.20 miles – TS #19 – 2h 12h 12m (18.23mph)

RAAM 4-Person Mixed
All Wheels 4 Fibromyalgia have just levered open a little more breathing space in their close battle with Team Human Science. Now, their advantage is just under two-and-a-half hours. The next two days will be important, as the British squad in second will not be wanting to lose much more time. In third, Sami’s Team are also riding consistently.

1. All Wheels 4 Fibromyalgia (Usa) 1140.40 miles – TS #20 – 2d 10h 21m (19.54mph)
2. Team Human Science (Gbr) 1140.40 miles – 2d 12h 48m (18.76mph)
3. Sami’s Team (Usa) 983.20 miles – TS #17 – 2d 10h 12m (16.89mph)

RAAM 2-Person Male
Team Reaching Heights are riding superbly through Colorado, keeping up such a good pace that they are only nine minutes down on Under 50 rivals E-HUB TEAM. In the lead, Adventures for the Cure continue to push their lead; it now stands at just under five hours. They have fallen below 20mph, but still show no signs of losing their big lead.

The lone mixed pair, Spinvox Adventurers, continue to make steady progress halfway through day two, averaging 14.78mph.

1. Adventures for the Cure (Usa) 1140.40 miles – 2d 10h 46m (19.41mph)
2. E-HUB TEAM (Slo) 1044.10 miles – 2d 11h 20m (17.60mph)

RAAM 2-Person Male 50-59
1. Team Reaching Heights (Usa) 1044.10 miles – TS #18 – 2d 11h 29m (17.55mph)

RAAM 2-Person Mixed
1. SpinVox Adventurers (Gbr) 884.10 miles – TS #15 – 2d 11h 50m (14.78mph) 

The Race Across the West is now finished; for the last updates, visit the daily wrap-ups for days 5 and 6
